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JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN JOHN MONTR^SOR, 
JULY 1, 1777, TO JULY 1, 1778, 

CHIEF ENGINEER OP THE BEITISH ARMY. 

Including accounts of the Expedition of Lord and Sib Wm. Howe 

up the Chesapeake, the Battle of Brandywine, and from the 

Occupation to the Evacuation of Philadelphia, with the 

reduction of Mud Fort or Fort Mifflin. 

.' COHTBIBITTED AHD EDITED BY Q. D. SCULL, OXFORD, ESULAHD. 

(Continued from page 67.) 

12th. [November] Wind at S. blew a gale of wind between 
4 & 5 A. M., and the rest of the day very tempestous. The 
same batteries kept playing upon the Rebel fort as yesterday, 
the two 8 inch Howitzers still disabled and unrepaired. The 
Isis, a galley and sloop fired much on the Jersey shore. The 
Vigilant expected up but had touched ground last night. 
From one to 3 P. M. the rebel Fire from the Fort was silenced 
but at half past 3 they opened one Gun from their 2 Gun 
Battery and 1 from the shoulder of the Mud Battery. Ar- 
rived this morning a boat or J galley which deserted to us 
with one 4 pounder, 4 swivels, and two wall pieces with men 
& small arms. One man killed & wounded mortally and the 
officer of artillery slightly by the unexpected bursting of 
one of our 8 inch shells. The N". E. front of the Stockades 
of ye Rebel Fort practicable in 20 places. The lower Block 
House declining. Built a Battery on the wharf for one 
medium 12 pounder. Wind too violent for the Vigilant to 
come up. One of our shells burst and killed 2 men on the 
Battery. Remarks — by the Inhabitants that such cold 
weather never set in so soon. Some trifling snow fell this 
morning, mixed with rain. 

l&th. Wind W. N. W. Blowing very hard and too scant 
a wind for the Vigilant and to attack the Fort. Our bat- 
teries continued all the day at the Forts. Our Ships and 
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Gallies firing on Jersey Shore. Repaired our Batteries this 
night with 100 men. Parties in the redoubts as usual. Ex- 
tremely cold this day. Rebels still fire with one Gun, an 
Eighteen pounder, from Shoulder of Mud Battery and 5 to 
6 shot from 2 Gun Batteries. One of our 24 pounders disabled 
in the Truck. A Boat with 4 men deserted to us from the 
Gallies and a barge with men to our Fleet. The Cold 
weather, hard work, bad Pasture and no Grain destroyed 
several of our Horses, a great scarcity in Philadelphia of 
meat, drink, clothing, firing, etc. etc. 

14th. "Wind W. 1ST. "W. very cold and raw, weather cloudy, 
thought to be rather scant for the Vigilant and that it would 
be sufficient, for as the tides became late to get her over Hog 
Island bar. Our batteries continued as usual against Port 
Island. A floating battery with two 32 pounders, we sent 
out of Schuylkill and laid her within 500 yards of the Fort 
at daybreak where she opened very successfully for two hours 
but was silenced by the Fort, 3 shot went through her and 
one killed. Rebels fired most of this day from the Embra- 
sure in the Shoulder of the Mud Battery and 2 Gun from the 
Gun Battery which they advanced in the night. 

15th. Wind westerly, weather very fine, but very cold. 
Before 11 this morning the following ships of war moved 
nearer the Chevaux de frise vizt. Isis, Somerset, Roebuck, 
Liverpool, Pearl. Three Regiments of Provincials raising 
vizt Allen's, Chalmer's and CHftons. The latter Roman 
Catholicks. This night at \ past 11 the rebels set fire to and 
consumed the Fort except the Block houses and Command- 
ing Officers house and then evacuated Mud Island leaving 
their colour standing, and fled so precipitately as to leave us 
11 pieces of cannon not spiked. Fort Mifflin evacuated by 
the rebels. 

16/A Sunday. At \ past 7 this morning, a boat with some 
sailors landed at the Fort on Mud Island and took down the 
Rebel colours which were left standing and hoisted our own. 
At 9 Sir George Osborne (whom I accompanied) and the de- 
tachment intended for the storm, embarked from Carpenter's 
Island in 8 Flat Bottomed Boats, 35 soldiers each together 
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with Engineers, a company of carpenters, fascines, scaling 
ladders, flying bridge, etc., and took possession of the Fort 
& immediately began on a Battery for four 32 pounders, 
partly for the Defence of that post and partly to prevent 
their vessels annoying us in removing the Chevaux de frise. 
Wind "W. by N"- W. and thick with some trifling snow. 
General orders Head Quarters Philadelphia, 
16 November 1777. 
The Commander in Chief desires his thanks may be given 
to all the officers & men employed in the Reduction of Mud 
Island and particularly to Brigadier General Cleaveland, 
Captain Montresor, Chief Engineer, and to Captains Moncrief 
and Trail and the officers and men of the artillery employed 
upon that service for their great exertions and indefatigable 
zeal throughout that very laborious operation, in which the 
officers and men of the navy took so great a share. 1 

1 Extract from Sir William Howe's dispatch to Lord Geo. Germaine, 
Philadelphia, November 28th, 1777. " From a variety of difficulties attend- 
ing the Construction of batteries in a morass, against the Fort upon Mud 
Island and in the transportation of the guns and stores, they were not opened 
against the enemy's defences until the 10th Inst. On the 15th the wind 
proving fair, the Vigilant armed ship carrying 16 twenty-four Pounders and 
a hulk with three 24 Pounders got up to the Fort through the Channel 
between Province Island and Hog Island, these assisted by several ships of 
war in the Eastern Channel, as well as by the batteries on shore, did such 
execution upon the Fort and collateral block houses that the enemy, dreading 
our impending assault evacuated the island in the night between the 15th 
and 16th and it was possessed on the 16th at daybreak by the grenadiers of 
the guard. Much Commendation is due to Brig. Gen. Cleaveland and to 
the officers and men of the corps of artillery, and to the troops in general 
employed upon this service attended with great fatigue." 

Extract from Lord George Germaine's dispatch to Sir William Howe 4th 
of February 1778. " The happy issue of the attack upon the Fort on Mud 
Island and the very important consequences with which that success was 
attended by occasioning the abandonment of the Fort at Red Bank, and the 
Destruction of several of the Rebel Galleys and of opening the Communica- 
tion between the town of Philadelphia and the shipping gave His Majesty 
particular satisfaction, and I am commanded to add that the conduct of the 
land and naval officers who conducted the attack and the alacrity and per- 
severance of the soldiers and seamen employed in that service have met with 
His Majesty's approbation. The small loss with which these important 
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November Ylth, "Wind W. This morning at 11 o'clock, the 
Troops that came left from [for] New York under the com- 
mand of Major Genl. Sir Thomas Wilson. 

objects were attained, is a circumstance that could not fail to be very pleas- 
ing to His Majesty, and bears honourable Testimony of the wisdom with 
which the attack was planned and of the attention shown to the safety of 
the Troops directed to make it, circumstances which must ever reflect credit 
on the Commander in Chief and endear him to the Army under his orders." 
Chastellux in his " Travels in America" mentions the siege of Mud Fort, 
and observes that " the person principally employed in sinking the Chevaux 
de frise and in securing the passage of the river was one Robert White who 
left the Channel (near the Pennsylvania side) open designedly as he after- 
wards turned out a decided traitor, went over to the enemy and distinguished 
himself by every act of hostile violence against his country." The Fort ; 
during the siege, was commanded by Lt. Col. Samuel Smith, who was wounded 
on the Eleventh of November, carried across the river to Eed Bank, the 
command devolving on Lt. Col. Russell and when he too was disabled upon 
Major Thayer. Of the 300 men of the garrison, nearly 250 were killed and 
wounded. The defence was most obstinate and deceived the British as to 
the strength of the garrison and they were seriously considering the expedi- 
ency of abandoning the siege, when on the night of the 14th a deserter, in 
all probability the above Robert White, informed them of the weakness of 
the garrison and the siege was soon renewed with increased vigour when the 
Fort was evacuated on the night of the 15th. 

In the General orders issued November 16th, 1777, by Sir William Howe, 
he particularly mentions Captain Montresor and names other officers to 
whom his thanks were due, but in his dispatch to Lord George Germaine of 
November 28th, it will be observed he only mentions by name Brig. Gen. 
Cleaveland, who really had very little to do in the reduction of Mud Island. 
Very naturally this omission of the name of the Engineer, who had the prac- 
tical direction of the works for conducting the siege, was felt as a great slight, 
and although Sir William Howe afterwards sent one of his aid de camps, 
Captain Nisbett Balfour, to beg his pardon for the oversight, yet the injury 
had been inflicted beyond repair and this apology was felt to be but a " poor 
requital." Captain Montresor further adds, in one of his note books, " this 
omission of my name being mentioned to the Secretary of State in the 
Commander in chief's letter, lost me my rank, and obliged me to resign my 
command. I was joined in thanks in General Orders with Brigadier Genl. 
Cleaveland who never was on the Battery until the Guns were mounted and 
just before they were opened. During that undertaking this grand hero was 
in bed wrapped up in his flannels and he told Sir William Howe and myself 
that he wished that grand attack could be changed as his men were dis- 
heartened from its Exposure and complaints were made of its flimsiness 
to obtain it. One of the ' Eagles' (Lord Howe's flag ship) 24 pounders 
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18th. This evening Lord Cornwallis with the troops for 
Philadelphia landed at Billingsport where his Lordship took 
the command. Wind "West. As he went through Darby 
with the 33d Regt. the rebels fired out of a house and Shot 
his Sergeant Major. The troops entered it and bayoneted 
the whole. 1 

19th. Wind W. Continued taking my tartar Emetic. On 
the Batteries, since the beginning of throwing them up and 
happily succeeded by unvaried perseverance. 

20th. Wind at W. At | past 4 this afternoon the rebels 
blew up their works at Red Bank. Arrived my Brother, at 
12 this day Lord Cornwallis with 6000 men took possession 
of Red Bank which the Rebels evacuated the preceding night. 

21$t. Wind at N". E. but very light. This morning at 3 
o'clock the moon shining the Galleys began to move from 
the Rebel Fleet and pass up by the Town and at 4 the rebels 
set fire to all their marine remaining. As soon as their Gal- 
ley advanced towards our Guns at the North Part of the 
city we fired on them as did the Delaware Frigate, which 
drove one armed Schooner of 8 guns, and one armed Sloop 
on the Jersey shore. The rebels burnt 15 Topsail vessels and 
15 galleys got up the river. Large Party of Rebel Horse and 
foot attacked our pickets to the bottom of our lines but was 
repulsed with loss. Came up to the city from the Fleet, 2 

would have been left in a mud ditch but for the Engineer. This great hero 
laid under the heaviest displeasure of Sir William Howe at Boston for 
abandoning the town a week before the Troops and went below Castle 
William leaving his artillery and mortars behind and no one to spike some 
of the guns, &c." Eespecting the works and their erection, for the reduction 
of Mud Island he says further, " During 23 campaigns I have served in this 
country, this service was by far the most severe, not having been in bed for 
nine nights together and remaining in general in the midst of the swamps 
and at a time when I was very unwell and the two last nights no one to assist 
me in constructing the Left Battery, never quitting in it until it was opened." 
While in Philadelphia Brig. Genl. Cleaveland was superseded by Brig. Genl. 
Pattison, who commanded the artillery when the British took possession of 
the Fort at Red Bank. Genl. Pattison was afterwards Commandant of the 
city of New York. 

1 Monton says five were killed, see Pa. Mag. of Hist, and Biog., vol. i. 
p. 29.— Ed. 

Vol. vi.— 13 
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Barges from the Ships of war. This morning sailed from 
Chester, dispatches for New York. Rebel Fleet here cost 
Five hundred thousand pounds Sterling currency. 

22d. Wind N. W. but mild and pleasant morning very 
foggy. Came up to the city 5 trading sloops. A large party 
of rebels again attacked our Pickets to the right of the line 
and were drove with loss, they firing out of the Houses, we 
set fire to Dickinson's and several others. As day was 
breaking the tender from the Delaware crossed to the Jersies, 
sunk a rebel armed sloop that was aground. Nine Light 
Horse taken by our Patrols. Arrived in the Delaware from 
New York 23 victuallers under convoy of the Thames Frigate. 
About seven o'clock this morning felt a shock of an Earth- 
quake. 

Sunday 23d. Wind S. S. E. morning foggy and continue 
hazy most of the day but the weather charming. Several 
Sloops and Schooners arrived at Philadelphia this morning. 
I demolished all the batteries and redoubts on Carpenter's 
Island and Blakely's House. The 28th and detachment of 
Guards 150 men retired leaving the 10th Regt. to occupy 
the new redoubt at the Province Island Ferry House. 

24$. Wind S. W. Weather very fine, very mild but very 
foggy and hazy all the day. Several ships got up to Town 
this day and one ship of war the " Camilla." Rain all this 
night. 

2bth. Wind at N". W. weather very fine. Lord Cornwallis 
arrived with the troops at Gloucester. Our pickets without 
the lines shot a sergeant of Light Horse through the thigh 
and took him and killed his horse. The 17th Dragoons and 
part of the troops from Gloucester crossed over to this city. 
Arrived Brig. Genl. Pattison Royal Artillery. In our attack 
in the Jersey under Lord Cornwallis we lost 31 Jagera killed, 
wounded, and missing 

2Qth, Wind W. ST. W. weather very fine. Troops crossed 
from Gloucester in the Jersey to Gloucester Point in Penn- 
sylvania. 

21th. Wind W. 1ST. W. weather mild. Troops from Glou- 
cester returned, crossing to Gloucester point until the whole 
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were over which was effected this morning with Lord Com- 
wallis. On their retiring a smart fire was kept up by about 
two hundred of the rebels upon our rear at embarking. 

28th. "Wind at N. E. weather very fine. 

29lh. A very heavy storm at N. E. with rain. 

30th: Wind at North, North East and some rain. Sunday. 

December 1st, 1777, Monday. Wind N. W. weather cleared 
up & fine. 

2d. Wind W. N. W. discharged the Brig Lady Howe. 

Zd. Wind N. W. and Snow but only to skim the ground 
but not to lay. Orders for the Army to hold themselves in 
readiness to move to-morrow by 7 A. M. 

Ath. Wind N. W. The Army's motion countermanded at 
3 this morning. But at 10 this night they marched in 2 
Columns, the right taking the Germantown Road under Lord 
Cornwallis, and the left the Manitawney Road along the 
Schuylkill. 1 

Qth. This night returned from the Army to Philadelphia 
the 5th and 27th Regiments. Wind North East. 

1th. This morning at 2 o'clock provisions went from Phila- 
delphia to our Army, escorted by the 40th, 55th, 71st Regi- 
ments. A Light Horse mounted deserted to us. Wind N. 
East. 

8th. Wind at S. W. very foggy. 

12,th. Wind N. E. * "~""" ■ 

18$. Discharged master Foreman & of the English con- 
tracted carpenters. 

22d. Sir Wm. Howe moved out from Philadelphia with 
7000 men across the Schuylkill over the 2 floating bridges 
and so to Darby leaving Lt. General Kniphuysen in com- 
mand at Philadelphia. 

23<i. Discharged the master and crew of the Sloop Betsy. 

28th. Sunday, Wind N. East, weather soft with 4 inches of 
Snow. The troops with the Com. in Chief returned to this 

1 The skirmish at Chestnut Hill, in which Gen. James Irvine was taken 
prisoner, and the manoeuvres at White Marsh, were all that resulted from 
this expedition, although it had been the boast of the British army that 
they would drive Washington over the Blue Mountains. — Ed. 
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city after a very successful Foraging Party, 200 Tons of Hay 
& taking this day 2 officers & 37 men of the rebels advanced 
guard. 

29th. "Wind at E". W. very clear and very intense cold. 
At 12 this day I sent off the Alert armed Schooner to Mew 
York. The Ice this night one and a half inches. 

30^. Wind H". W. amazing cold. Schuylkill frozen over. 
A deserter from the rebels crossed to us. The Delaware full 
of floating ice which forced a brig and schooner on Shore at 
New Jersey at Gloucester where the rebels took possession of 
them. Four small crafts were drove past the Town. This 
day is looked upon as Entering Winter Quarters. Mornings 
and evenings continue fine. 

1st March 1778. Returned from Salem (60 miles from hence) 
the 2 Battalions Light Infantry and the two Established 
Engineers in flat boats. Weather cold frosty and Boisterous 
at N". W. A Fall of snow this night. 

2d. Returned from Haddonfield the 2 Battalions of 42d 
and Simcoe's Bangers and 4 field pieces, 3 Pounders, by the 
way of Cooper's Ferry. A Fall of snow this night. Wind 
at K K W. 

3d. Snow all day, wind at TS. N". East, now and then we 
lose a man by Desertion 300 men from the Head of Elk to 
this day. 

4th. Intensely cold, wind at 25T. West. Good Sleighing. 

hth. Wind W. 1ST. W. and cold. River Schuylkill again 
froze across. Deserters in daily and with their arms. First 
appearance of some trifling lightning. 

6th. Weather moderated, wind northerly. Floating ice in 
the Delaware. At 10 this night 100 Dragoon and 150 
mounted Light Infantry were detached to surprize 300 men 
near Chestnut Hill but had fled. They took 1 Captain and 
18 of the Rebels in arms, and 20 deserted to us. Lumber 
secretly from the well affected to Government and Hoards 
discovered here by their means, the Crown of course paying 
for the same. This supply very apropos for the Troops. 

1th. Wind at E. S. E. Foggy and moist weather, some 
floating ice in the Delaware and Ice on the Edge of the 
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Schuylkill. This day the Alert Schooner taken by the Rebels 
with 9 Gun Boats off New Castle and retaken by the Experi- 
ment Sir James "Wallace. Two hay Transports were at the 
same time taken and burnt by the rebels. 

9th. IS. E. wind and snowy weather. Deserters in num- 
bers with arms daily joining us. 

10th. Went down a Fleet for Cork, some for York and 1 
for London. "Wind at North East and Snow. The Cartel 
to meet at Germantown postponed by "Washington. 

11th. Rain all day, the weather unsettled for many days 
past. 

12th. The Roebuck removed from the wharves into the 
etream and the Camilla fell down the river and in the after- 
noon followed her a Detachment of 1000 men under the 
Command of Colonel Mawhood, 17th 27th and 46th Regt. 
Simcoe's Rangers. Arrived the Experiment and Brune &c, 
with the Rhode Island Fleet to the Chevaux de frise. 
"Weather continues rather hot than warm, being the 1st 
Spring day. 

13th. Weather very warm and the appearance of verdure. 
Birds about. 

14th. At 2 this morning went out 400 Light Infantry and 
30 Dragoons to Darby and returned, weather very warm for 
the Season. Laylock and Gooseberry leaves starting. 

Sunday 15th. Weather uncommonly warm. Wind South 
.East. Roads getting better. 

16th. Easterly winds and Damp weather. Several Deserters 
came in with their arms. 

11th and 18th. Fine weather. 20 deserters came in. Frogs 
croak in Swamps indicating Spring. 

19$. Fine weather. Began to repair the Parapets at the 
Redoubts. 

20th. 40 Jagers made an Excursion mounted and surprised 
a party of Rebels of 60 men at the Black Horse on the Lan- 
caster road, killed 2 and took an officer and 10, the rest fled. 
Weather fine. 

21s*. Wind at K". W. and Extremely cold with Ice, High 
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wind. 200 men Light Infantry out and returned with some 
waggons of .Rebel leather. 

Sunday 22c?. Ice an inch thick and very Cold. 

23rf. Weather still raw, wind N. East. Roads perfectly dry. 

24iA. Weather very fine. 

25th. Arrived Commissary Loring with General Lee from 
New York'. Weather fine and good roads. 

26/A. Damp morning, wind N. E. 

27th. Arrived the New York Fleet of Transports 40 Sail 
with the January Packet from England, the whole under 
convoy of the Thames and Daphne reached to Gloucester 
Point. Weather very fine, wind North West. 

28th. Wind S. S. W. The most part of the Fleet reached 
the City. Got more materials, Lumber of sorts for getting 
the Troops comfortably into Quarters, Cavalry & Infantry, 
and are much indebted to some Loyalists for their supply of 
the same and their Informations where quantities are secreted, 
but must be paid for by the Crown beforehand for part as a 
security. Secrecy is the word or Death, by the Lord as per 
menage by W — tw — h, who paid the money. 

Sunday 29th. Daily Desertion from the Rebel Army. 
During the Excursion of the Detachment of 1000 men from 
our Army to Salem &c, in New Jersey under Col. Mawhood 
the Rebels have had 36 killed besides the wounded and 
Prisoners. 

30fA. The Packet and a returned Transport called the 
Price Frigate sailed from Billingsport for England convoyed 
part of the way by the Daphne. Wind at North North West. 

31st. Wind at N. W. blowing fresh. Weather very fine 
and the roads drying. The remainder of the Forage vessels 
from Salem &c. reached the Town. The Commission for the 
Cartel proceeded according to agreement to Germantown to 
treat with the Rebel Commissioners. 

April 1st. Wednesday. Wind at North West and fresh. 
Returned the Alert Schooner by means of Sir James Wallace. 

2d I reconnoitred with a Cavalry Party the ground west 
of the River Schuylkill for a Post, advanced towards where 
the Enemy were, who fled. Weather bleak at N. E. This 
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evening heavy rain with smart lightning and Thunder. Lt. 
Sutherland Engineer returned after having completed the 
Defences of Billingsport which the Jersey volunteers now 
Garrison. 

3d. Wind 28". W. and fresh. Arrived the Greyhound 
Frigate from New York and Col. Shirreff. The — Galley 
launched. Gen. Lee had this morning an Interview with Sir 
William Howe. 

4<A. Weather raw but fair. 

Sunday 5th. Early this morning a Detachment from our 
Light Infantry crossed the Delaware and surprised a Picket 
of 50 Rebels between the Ferry House and Haddonfield, 
Killed 7 and a Captain and took a Colonel, a Major and 2 
Lieutenants and 33 privates and their arms without sustaining 
any loss on our side. Wind 28". W. and fresh. This morn- 
ing General Charles Lee in the Rebel service left this city on 
his Parole. A rebel officer deserted to us an Irishman. 

6th. Wind Westerly and rather cold, weather changes cold 
after 12. The Cartel again carried on but to be at New Town, 
Bucks County and Colonel Stephens Col. Ottave and Capt. 
Fitz Patrick all the Guard Commissioners. Left this City 
for that purpose. Began this day on the Dams for Inundat- 
ing great part of the Front of the lines. 

1th. Wind at 28". West and cold. A remarkably backward 
Spring, Went out the Philadelphia Provincial Troop of Light 
Horse with the Refugee volunteers and surprised the Rebels 
at Smithfield and killed 23 besides the wounded and prisoners 
and without loss. The Patrole of the 17th Dragoons killed 
12 and 1 Avounded. Another patrole of Dragoons killed 
three Rebel Light Horse. 

8th. Wind at K K. West and cold. The Different Detach- 
ments Returned. Arrived the Brune Frigate at Chester, 
having sprung her main-mast in the late Gale. Arrived also 
the Isis Ship of war with 8 Transports part of 12 separated 
in ye Gale. 

9th. Wind fresh at South, arrived the Packet with 

the mail from Falmouth, which brought the disagreeable 
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Dispatches of recalling home to England the Commander in 
Chief Sir Vm. Howe and the other changes. 

10th. 

11th. Winds S. W. Arrived 40 Sail of Transports &c. 
from New York under Convoy of the Nautilus Ship of War. 
A rainy day and much wanted. 

Sunday 12th. Fresh Southerly winds, weather very warm. 
Scro — t — m went out the Light Infantry. 

13th. Winds S. S. B. and very warm Sultry weather. Wil- 
lows in leaf, Engineers met with me to consult on strength- 
ening our Defences. Returned the Light Infantry and 1 
Prisoner. Two new Galleys built this winter, one launched 
and one on the Stocks. 

14th. Wind Southerly. Arrived the Swift Capt. Kepple 
with Dispatches from England for Sir Wm. Howe and Lord 
Howe brought by the Andromeda, copper bottomed Frigate, 
Capt. Burn which after delivering the Commander in Chiefs 
Dispatches to the Swift at Sea, proceeded with the Admiral 
to Sandy Hook. Rain all the evening and night. 

15th. Wind at North and thick weather, small rain and 
damp. Lord Cathcart's Gd. of Light Horse went out this 
night, and returned with 7 rebels in arms, the 8th they killed. 
Light Infantry returned bringing a small Detachment sent 
to German Town. They took one Light horseman mounted. 

16th. Went out this night a detachment of Horse under 
the Command of Major Givin, in number 150 part of which 
were the Philadelphia Provincial Light Horse. Rain all this 
day. Wind at N. N. West. Sailed for New York the Grey- 
hound Frigate with General Jones and Major Sheriff to the 
vessels below the Chevaux de frise, also sailed for New York 
the Swift and Dispatch. 

11th. A hard N. Wester. Some Heavy Showers and Gusts 
of wind. The Cavalry 150 in number returned after having 
surprised Bristol and took Prisoners & brought them into 
this City, 1 Colonel, 1 Lt. Colonel, 2 Majors, some Captains 
and subalterns, 3 Captains of the Rebel Galley and several 
privates. Total 65 besides killing 1 man and wounding 2 
without any loss on our side. Vessels for New York did not 
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sail from Billingsport until this day, went out the Chasseurs, 
near 500, brought in one Rebel. 

l&th. Showery weather. One rebel Light horse brought in 
that was plundering the market people. 

Sunday Vttth. Charming weather, wind S. "West. 

2§th. Very hard winds at IS. W. all day and rather cold. 
Engineers marked out the two advanced works in the Lines. 

21st. The Lord Hyde Packet getting aground and not sail 
this day. Passengers, Colonel Mawhood, Lt. Col. Fitzpatrick 
and Major Stanley. 40 Hessians came in as Exchanged. 

22d. This day arrived at Chester, a fleet of 35 sail from 
New York with Forage &c, also arrived the Eagle, Lord 
Howe. This morning the Hussar Galley launched. This 
morning the Commander in Chief went out in the front of 
the lines and approved of my Project for its further Defence. 
Wind S. S. West. The Rebels consisting of 500 men and 4 
pieces of cannon advanced within 4 miles of the Town on 
the Lancaster road and returned, killing and plundering the 
market people. This morning sailed the Ld. Hyde packet 
for Falmouth. A heavy shower this night. 

23d. Blowing very hard at IS. W. This morning Lord 
Howe arrived at Head Quarters in this city. Markets plenti- 
fully supplied with Shad and herring. 

2ith. A very violent K". Wester and near as cold as in "Win- 
ter and the ground dusty. At daybreak this morning 5 
companies Light Infantry and 20 Dragoons crossed the Bridge 
at Schuylkill and surprised 2 parties of Rebels, one posted at 
Barren hill and one at Paul's mill and took the whole except- 
ing the Captain who swam the Schuylkill, killed 1 and 
wounded 4, one of which left, being too ill to move. The 
Prisoners consisted of one Lieut, and 50 men, 3 of which were 
Deserters from our Army. Begun on our advanced works in 
Front of the lines consisting; of 400 men for the working 
Party. Two semi-circular Redoubts, one for 100 men to the- 
left and one for 50 in the right. 

25th. TS. W. Wind and rather cold. The Jagers and Light 
Infantry went out before daylight. Markets plentiful. Two 
Troops of Light Dragoons went out this night. Remark. 
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Obliged to send sum of Money to the Loyalists now among 
the Rebels, for materials which we are at Times so infinitely 
distressed for in our Department, which they sometimes 
secretly supply us with and also with materials found here 
at Philadelphia, particularly lumber, Iron &c, besides what 
have been concealed and brought to light by Dint of money 
and without these articles the Troops must have very mate- 
rially suffered. 

Sunday 26th. "Wind northerly, the air cool, weather very 
fine. The 2 troops of the 17th Dragoons returned and sur- 
prised a Post of 50 men of the Rebels at North Wales meet- 
ing house killed 12 took 6 prisoners, the rest fled. Brought 
in 2 Waggons loaded with Camp Equipage. Lord Howe 
went down to the Fleet below the Chevaux de frise this 
afternoon. Burning the meadows in the Jersies. 

27th. Wind Easterly, weather charming. The Experiment 
sailed. Remains at Billingsport, Eagle and Brune. This 
night arrived the Resolves of Congress, Dispising the Acts of 
Parliament & Lord North's Conciliatory Speech. The Com- 
mander in Chief sent them in the night to the Packet. 

28th. Wind Easterly. At 7 this morning I embarked in 
flat boats with the 1st Battalion and Light Infantry and 
crossed the Delaware and landed in the Jersies at Cooper's 
Ferry and returned to Philadelphia the same day, after fixing 
upon a Post for covering the wood cutters. The Lord Hyde 
Packet only sailed from Chester this morning. 

29th. Lord Howe returned this afternoon from the Eagle to 
Philadelphia. Wind N". East. This evening 5 of the lead- 
ing Quakers that were made Prisoners and Exiled by the 
Rebels came back to this city from Winchester in Virginia. 1 

30//L Wind Easterly and Rain. The Troops intended for 
taking Post in the Jersies countermanded on account of the 
weather. Left this at \ past 10 this night the Light Infan- 
try and Rangers and some Light Horse vizt., 12 Companies 
Light Infantry, Simcoe's Rangers and 90 Horse besides those 
the Light Infantry were mounted on. This night a small 
party of the British Infantry, dragoons and Queen's rangers, 

1 See Gilpin's Exiles in Virginia, Philad., 1848. 
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with a few of Capt. Hovenden's 1 Pennsylvania and Capt. James 2 
Chester County dragoons left this city about 11 o'clock and 
proceeded up the Old York road about a mile beyond the 
Billet they fell in with Lacy's Brigade of Militia, consisting 
of about 500 men and immediately attacked them. Lacy at 
first made some appearance of opposition but in a few seconds, 
was thrown into confusion, obliged to retreat with precipita- 
tion and was pursued about 4 miles. They left between 80 
and 100 dead upon the field, and this afternoon between 50 
and 60 prisoners, besides waggoners with 10 of their waggons 
loaded with baggage, flour, salt, whisky &c, were brought in 
by the troops on their return. What number of rebels were 
wounded we have not been able to learn. Besides the above 
waggons 3 were burnt after taking out the horses, also all 
their huts and what baggage could not be brought off. The 
royal party did not lose a single man upon this occasion and 
had only seven men wounded and two horses killed. 3 

May 1st. Friday. Wind at K". N. West, blowing very fresh 
with small rain and very bleak raw weather. 
2d. Wind S. E. and overcast. 

3d. At 6 this morning (Sunday) calm and fine weather. I 
proceeded to the Jersies with the 55th and 63d Regt. and 12 
Philadelphia Horse and began the Defenses on the Confluence 
of the Delaware and Cooper Creek by 4 Redoubts and flanked 
by the Cornwallis Galley. Our Horse pursued some Rebels 
took one and cut anothers arm oft*. 

ith. Wind Northerly, the weather very fine. The Hessians 
were reviewed on the Common by the Commander in Chief. 
Simcoe's Rangers took two Rebel Light Horse. 

5th. Weather extremely fine, wind at K W. The rebels 
intercepted a Corporal and 3 men of Hovenden's Light 
Dragoons, which were taken prisoners out of the Patrol of 
Six. Arrived 8 sail of Vessels from New York and some 
victuallers from Cork with recruits, 14 men on their march to 

1 Richard Hovendon. « Jacob James. 

' A full account of the surprise at Crooked Billett will be found in : Sketch 
of the Life and Character of John Lacey, by Gen. W. W. H. Davis. [Doyle*, 
town, Pa.] 1868. 
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Billingsport to join the Royal Army were apprehended hy 7 
of the Militia, but whilst they were carrying them oft' to the 
rebel head quarters, they seized on and disarmed their guards 
and brought them prisoners to Billingsport and from thence 
to this city. 

6th. Wind Southerly, Excessive hot. Two or three armed 
vessels, Letters of Marque sailed this day for Antigua. My 
brother Eobert sailed in one of them to join the 48th Regt. 
at Grenada. Account in a Boston paper of a French Frigate 
" La Sensible" Marigny Captain arrived in Casco Bay with 
Simeon Deane 1 and a treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive 
with France and the Americans. Finished our Works in 
the Jersies. 

1th. "Wind at E. JKT. E. weather very fine but dry. Allen's 
and Clifton's Regt. of Provincials (the latter Roman Catho- 
lics) crossed over into the Jersies to join the 55th and 63d 
Regts. posted opposite this city for the protection of the 
wood cutters. The 3d Provincial Regt. Chalmer's, Encamped 
this day near the Schuylkill between the Upper and Middle 
Ferry. Arrived — Forage vessels from New York. The 
Printed treaty between France and the Rebels in America 
from a Rebel paper. GFenl. Sir Henry Clinton arrived this 
afternoon at Billingsport in the Greyhound Frigate from 
New York. The Porcupine Sloop of War arrived at Chester 
this Evening from England which she left 25th of March 
last. This night 2 Battalions of Light Infantry and 2 Gal- 
leys with Flat Boats &c. proceeded up the Delaware to attack 
the Remains of the Rebel Fleet. Foul wind fresh at N. 
West this night. Thursday night 3 galleys, an armed brig 
& Schooner 2 went up the river with a detachment of Light 

1 Silas Deane. 

2 The long official report of the commanding officer of this Expedition 
may be thus summarized. "John Maitland, Major Commanding 2d Light 
Infantry on night of May 7th, and Flat Boats commanded by Captain 
Henry of the Navy. List of Ships, vessels &c. (burnt on the 8th and 9th 
May), 2 Frigates, one for 32 guns, the other for 28, 9 large Ships, 3 priva- 
teers sloops for 16 guns each, 3 ditto do, for 10 guns each, 23 Brigantines, 
with a number of sloops and Schooners." Mention is also made of the 
Houses, as above, accidentally destroyed. 
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Infantry on each side and set fire to the Washington and 
Effingham Frigates, a large ship pierced for 24 guns, a priva- 
teer sloop, 9 Ships and 14 or 15 small vessels, all of which 
were consumed, also a quantity of naval stores and some 
thousands of tent poles, pegs &c. The house of Mr. Borden 
of Bordentown, Mr. Kirkbrights and the Ferry house were 
by some means set on fire and burnt to the ground. The 
troops and vessels arrived on Sunday without loss. 

8th. Wind N. N. West. Sir Henry Clinton arrived in this 
city. Brig. Genl. Leslie with Hovenden's Provincial Light 
Dragoons crossed the Delaware to take Command at Cooper's 
Ferry in the Jersies. The Dispatches by the Porcupine came 
to the Head Quarters principally for Lord Howe and Sir 
Henry Clinton. 

9th. Wind at IT. West. Sir Henry Clinton visited the 
lines. (Copied from a newspaper cutting in Journal). " May 
9. The following is a list of the General Officers now serving 
in the Rebel Army, with the order in which they rank and 
the province to which they belong. George Washington 
Commander in Chief, Virginia. His commission dated June 
15, 1775. Major Generals Charles Lee June 17, 1775, Phil- 
lip Schuyler, New York June 19, 1775, Israel Putnam Con- 
necticut, Horatio Gates, Virginia, William Heath, Massa- 
chusetts, Joseph Spencer, Connecticut, John Sullivan, New 
Hampshire, Nathaniel Greene, Rhode Island, William Earl, 
of Sterling New Jersey, Thomas Mifflin, Pennsylvania, 
Arthur Sinclair, 1 Pennsylvania, Adam Stephen, Virginia, 
(broke) Benjamin Lincoln, Massachusetts Bay, Benedict 
Arnold, Connecticut, Marquis La Fayette, France, Robert 
Howe, North Carolina, Alexander McDougall, New York, 
Baron de Call, 2 Germany, Thomas Conway, France. Briga- 
diers, Wm. Thompson, Pennsylvania, John Nixon, Massa- 
chusetts, Samuel Parsons, Connecticut, James Clinton, New 
York, Christopher Gadsden, South Carolina,Wm. Marry ohall, 3 
South Carolina, Laughlin Mcintosh, 4 Georgia, Wm. Maxwell, 

• Arthur St. Clair. * Baron de Kalb. 

s William Moultrie. * Lachlan Mcintosh. 
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New Jersey, Matthew Alexis, 1 France, De Roche Fernoy, 
France, Henry Knox, artillery Massachusetts, Francis Mc- 
Nash, 2 Massachusetts, Enoch Poor, New Hampshire, John 
Glover, Massachusetts, John Patterson, Massachusetts, An- 
thony "Wayne, Pennsylvania, James Vernon, 3 Rhode Island, 
Peter Mulenberg, Virginia, George Weedon, Virginia, Wil- 
liam Woodford, Virginia, Edward Hand, Pennsylvania, 
Ebenezar Learned, Massachusetts, Ichabod Huntington, 4 Con- 
necticut, Count Pulaski, Poland, , , Stark, 5 New 

Hampshire. 

1 We are unable to suggest the proper name of the person here spoken 
of. No one of the above name was commissioned by Congress. The only 
French officer who held the commission of brigadier-general at the time, and 
who is not mentioned by Montresor, was Duportail. 

2 Francis Nash, North Carolina. 3 James M. Varnum. 
1 Jedediah Huntington. 5 John Stark. 



